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Big Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Reverend John Foster Ph.D., Senior Pastor 

 

Sunday, April 20, 2025 
10:00AM 

RESURRECTION CELEBRATION 
The Pre-Service Praise & Prelude                                                                    Big Bethel Mass Choir         

The Organ  Prelude                                                                         Bro. Kelvin Thompson

*The Doxology                                                            #647 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 

*The Call to Worship                     

Minister: On that first Easter morning, as the sun was dawning, Jesus rose triumphantly from the dead.  The  
                earth shook as the angel rolled the stone away. 
  
People:    No grave could hold his body down.  He is risen.  He is risen indeed? 
  
Minister: As Mary Magdalene and the other Mary looked on in fear, the Risen Lord revealed himself to them,  
                and they departed with great joy. 
  
People:     Rejoice! And again I say rejoice!  For Christ Jesus has broken the curse of death and destroyed the power  
                 that it once had over us. 
  
Minister:  Although we live in a world filled with moral decay and violence, and although we were stripped of   
                  our original culture and our past as a people, we, like Christ, can be resurrected. 
  
People:     Give glory to God, who humbled himself, even to death on a cross.  Give glory to the exalted Christ!  
  
Minister:  The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is now given to each of us and to all those who  
                 believe on him 
  
People: Let us receive this spiritual power and use it wisely for the liberation of all God ’s people! 
 
 

The Hymn of Praise…..…..……………..………………............…....A.M.E. Hymn #168 - Low In The Grave He Lay 

 
1.   Low in the grave He lay, Jesus my Savior, waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 
         
      Refrain:    Up from the grave He arose: with a mighty triumph o'er his foes; 

               He arose a victor from the dark domain, and He lives forever, with His saints to reign. 
      He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
 

2.   Vainly they watch His bed, Jesus my Savior, vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord! [Refrain] 
 
3.   Death cannot keep its prey, Jesus my Savior; He tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord!  [Refrain] 
 
The Invocation 

 

The Worship Through Music                                                                          Big Bethel Mass Choir  
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The Responsive Scripture                                                                                                  Luke 24: 1-7 
  
Minister: 1 But  on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices that they  
                   had prepared. 
  
People:    2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

  

Minister: 3 but when they went in they did not find the body. 

  

People:    4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 

 

Minister: 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do  
                  you look for the living among the dead? He is not here but has risen. 

  

People:    6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 

  

All:          7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to the hands of sinners and be crucified and on the  
                  third day rise again." 
 
*The Preface to the Decalogue                                                    (in the tune of #258) 

“From all that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise; let the  
Redeemer’s name be sung, through every land by every tongue.” 

 

*The Summary of the Decalogue  
And Jesus, said to him, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is like unto it, you shall love your neighbor as     
yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.  

  

The Gloria Patri                                                          AME Hymn #626 

The Welcome to Big Bethel                       Philippian Ministry 
           
The Worship Through Creative Expression                                     Signs of Praise Mime Ministry  
 
 

The Pastor’s Words and Introduction of the Bishop                                                                                                 
                                     
The Worship Through Music                                                                                Big Bethel Mass Choir 

 

The Sermon                                              Bishop Michael L. Mitchell 
                                                                              134th Elected and Consecrated Bishop in the AME Church  
                          Presiding Prelate—Sixth Episcopal District 

 
 
 
 

**Visitors may register their attendance  
online on the Big Bethel Guest Registration  
Form.   Thank You for worshipping with us  

and feel free to come again!!!! 
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The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  

The Christian Stewardship Reading                                                                                          2 Chr 31:6  
 The men…brought a tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe of the holy things dedicated to the LORD their 
God, and they piled them in heaps…When King Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they 
praised the LORD and blessed God’s people. 
 
The Worship Through Giving:  Tithes & Offering  
 
The Benediction 
 
 

 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Easter First reading Psalm Second reading Gospel 

Easter Vigil 

April 20, 2025 
ART -- PRAYER 

Old Testament Readings and Psalms 

• Genesis 1:1-2:4a and Psalm 136:1-
9, 23-26 

• Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-
13 and Psalm 46 

• Genesis 22:1-18 and Psalm 16 

• Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 and 
Exodus 15:1b-13, 17-18 

• Isaiah 55:1-11 and Isaiah 12:2-6 

• Baruch 3:9-15, 3:32-4:4 or Prov-
erbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-6 and 
Psalm 19 

• Ezekiel 36:24-28 and Psalm 42, 43 

• Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Psalm 143 

• Zephaniah 3:14-20 and Psalm 98 

New Testament Reading and Psalm 

• Romans 6:3-11 and Psalm 114 

Gospel 

• Luke 24:1-12 

      

Resurrection of the Lord 
April 20, 2025 
Easter Day 

*Acts 10:34-43  or  Isaiah 65:17-25 Psalm 118:1-2, 
14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:19-
26  or  Acts 10:34-43 

John 20:1-18  
or  Luke 24:1-
12 

Easter Evening    
April 20, 2025 

Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 114 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 Luke 24:13-49 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=131
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?code=ACT&SortOrder=Title&LectionaryLink=CVigl
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=131
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=133
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=133
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=133
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=133
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=133
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The hand of God has been evident on the life of Bishop Michael Leon 
Mitchell since he was a young child. Born in Perry, Florida to the late    
Reverend Arthur L. Mitchell, Sr. and the late Mrs. Mary L. Mitchell, Michael 
is the ninth of their fifteen children. 
 

Bishop Mitchell is a life-long member of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, who was raised in 
Jacksonville, Florida. While in high school, he answered the call to the ministry and preached his trial        
sermon at age 17. 

In September 1992, Bishop Mitchell was chosen to succeed Bishop Robert V. Webster (retired) as 
pastor of Saint Stephen A.M.E. Church in Jacksonville, Florida where he served faithfully for 24 years before 
being elected the 134th elected and consecrated Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church at the 
50th Quadrennial Session of the General Conference in Philadelphia, PA. 

   
Bishop Mitchell graduated from Wilberforce University in 1982 and received a Master of Divinity     

Degree from Turner Theological Seminary at the Interdenominational Theological Center in 1986. He       
received a Doctor of Ministry Degree from United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio in 2012. He is also 
a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated. 

 
Bishop Mitchell and Supervisor Cordelia served faithfully for eight years in the 12th Episcopal District, 

comprising the states of Arkansas and Oklahoma. Under his leadership the district was able to liquidate the 
mortgage of the Episcopal Residence, and construct the 12th Episcopal District Headquarters, which also 
houses Jackson Theological Seminary. He also provided the leadership to liquidate the mortgage of the 12th 
District Headquarters. On August 15, 2023, the Bishop M L Mitchell Dormitory on the campus of Shorter  
College was completed. 

 
Bishop Mitchell and Supervisor Cordelia D. Mitchell, have two daughters, Courtney and Channing, 

and son-in-law Robert Hodges II. They are the proud grandparents of Robert Hodges III, affectionately 
known as R3, and Campbell Alora Hodges, affectionately known as Cami. 

 
On August 28, 2024, at the 52nd Quadrennial Session of the African Methodist Episcopal Church 

General Conference, Bishop Mitchell was assigned by the Episcopal Committee to the Sixth Episcopal Dis-
trict. Bishop Mitchell and Supervisor Mitchell believe that they have been “Called to Serve this Present Age.” 
Their ministry is based on the words of Jesus, who declared, “I have not come to be served but rather to 
serve.”   

Sixth Episcopal District  

Presiding Prelate 

BISHOP MICHAEL LEON MITCHELL 
134th Consecrated Bishop of the  

African Methodist Episcopal Church 
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Sis. Patricia Coles (404) 254-4806 

Rev. Betty Miley (770) 323-6841 

Sis. Brenda Queen (404) 274-0705 

Sis. Lillian Taylor (404) 284-6414 

Let us remember our sick and shut-in with our prayers and calls. 

SERVING IN TODAY’S WORSHIP EXPERIENCE 

Acolytes 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Stewards 

Dr. Chris Parker& Dr. Stanley Pritchett 
6AM 
Tony Jones &  Fred Hughey 10AM 

Choir Big Bethel Mass Choir ~Tamika Kelly.,  Director Trustees  Floyd Baxter 

Philippians Sis. Jakeilla Rouse Ushers Usherette Board #1 

Stewardesses 

R.T. Bussey & Eva Watson Stewardess Ministry  

Alicia Oden & Roxcena Rozier 
 
 AV Ministry 

Phyllislorena Smiley  &  
Brandon Collins 

Finance Team |  Linda Williams, Olivia Alston, Tony Jones, Juanita Aiken,Joe Patterson 
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The CDMC Ceremony  
will be held on  

Saturday, May 10, 2025  
at 4:00 PM  

at Big Bethel AME 
Church 
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 FOLLOW US ON  
TWITTER!    
@BigBethelAMEC 


